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Folsom Lake College Principles of SLO Assessment

Folsom Lake College is committed to providing rigorous programs for completion and transfer and to providing educational opportunities to enrich and empower students (FLC Mission and Vision Statements).  Furthermore, SLO assessment at Folsom Lake College is driven towards assisting these aims.  As such, Folsom Lake College subscribes to the following principles of SLO Assessment:
· First and foremost, SLO Assessment is a faculty right/responsibility and is used for the purpose of improving student learning.  Other factors, like accreditation requirements, are therefore ancillary to the overall college goal of student success and improvement of programs and services.

· Because discipline experts are best-suited to judge the overall effectiveness of student learning, the final decisions for the best of type of SLO Assessment rests in the hands of faculty.  Also, because there is no one-size fits all type of assessment, specific disciplines can tailor assessments to suit their purposes.  For example, while one department might rely heavily on sampling of student work across sections, another might rely on assessments written up and discussed by individual faculty members.

· There is no one perfect type of evidence.  Both quantitative and qualitative evidence can yield useful information regarding student learning as can both direct and indirect evidence of student learning.  Therefore, faculty shall be encouraged to use those types of data that are most telling for their specific disciplines and most suited to their needs.
· Assessment is more authentic when it simulates “real world” tests of student ability.  At the same time, Folsom Lake College acknowledges that authentic assessments of students’ learning can be time-consuming.  Thus, faculty are encouraged wherever possible to apply those authentic assessments they are already using to gauge student learning for planning purposes.
· In order for assessment to inform planning and help effect institutional change, there must be widespread dialogue about the results.  Thus, Folsom Lake College values college-wide discussion on the results of SLO assessment and patterns of student learning emerging.

Finally, Folsom Lake College acknowledges that the following are NOT components of assessment:

· Assessment is not a periodic process done to fill out a report and/or meet a requirement but an ongoing activity.

· Assessment is not a means to evaluate an individual faculty member. 

· Assessment is not a way to infringe on academic freedom, nor to dictate classroom practice.
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